Konya by unknown

KONYA
Being at an im portant stage on the road from 
Anatolia to Baghdad and situated at the junction of a 
number of roads, Konya has, in every period of history, 
been a great centre, where many people have made their 
homes.
The city is full of mosques, many of the valuable 
works of art in themselves, while the large number of 
seminary buildings and libraries from the Ottoman 
period shows that Konya was a centre of learning.
One of the factors that has increased the reknown 
of Konya is the fact that the great mystic Mevlana 
Celaleddin Rumi was educated and settled here.
THE GEOGRAPHICAL SITUATION OF KONYA : Konya 
is the largest province on the plateau of Central Anatolia. 
In area it is 30,625 square miles and has a population of 
1,000,000. The population of the city itself is 130,000. It is 
3335 feet above sea level. The southern part of the 
district surrounds the Taurus mountains. On the plain 
of Konya there are a number of lakes, the largest of 
which are Lake Beyşehir, Lake Akşehir and the Salt Lake.
Since no im portant river passes over the plateau on 
which Konya lies, in seasons of drought the plain has all 
the appearance of a desert. In the parts of the area 
irrigated by small streams tranquil and pleasant towns 
may be seen.
The climate in Konya is typical of Central Anatolia. 
Very little rain falls on the plateau. The temperature 
varies (in winter sometimes as low as 26 degrees below 
zero, and in summer 98 degrees Fahrenheit above). On 
three sides Konya is deserted, surrounded by the steps. 
Only on the West side is a green valley with orchards 
and gardens. Beside the streams fruit is grown. Near 
the city are a number of well known country places of 
which the most beautiful are Meram, Dere and Sille for 
their gardens and orchards.
THE HISTORY OF KONYA : Konya is one of the oldest 
cities of Central Anatolia. In ancient Greek and Latin 
sources it is referred to as Ikionion and Iconium, in the 
chronicles of the Crusades in the Middle Ages as 
Yconium, Conium or Stancona, and in Arab Islamic 
manuals of geography as Kunniye.
Recent excavations in the province of Konya and 
especially at the mound of Alaeddin in the city and the 
neighbouring Karahöyük show that the Konya region 
was inhabited in the neolithic period (6000-8000 B.C.). 
Between the years 1400 and 2100 B.C. it is known that 
the Hittites, who dominated a great part of Anatolia, 
settled in Konya and its vicinity. This is shown by the 
H ittite monuments found in the villages of Eflatun - 
Pınar and Fasiller near Beyşehir, and in the Ivriz 
district of Ereğli, in addition to the remains found 
within the city and at Karahöyük.
It is certain that Konya was one of the most impor­
tant cities of the Phrygians who put an end to the 
supremacy of the Hittites. Konya, with its ancient 
buildings, is known in fact as a Phrygian city.
From this period onwards Konya steadily grew in 
importance, falling into the hands of the Lydians after
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the Cimmerian invasion. In the sixth century B.C., 
however after the Achaemenid invasion annexed by 
Persia.
Alexander the Great took Konya, with the rest of 
Anatolia, from the Achaemenids, and shortly after his 
death in 323 B.C. the city became part of the territory 
of the state set up by Alexander's general Lysimachus. 
After this Konya changed hands many times, finally, in 
223 B.C., being annexed by Attalus I. the King of Per- 
gamum. On his death (133 B.C.) Attalus III left the whole 
country in his will to the Romans, and Konya became 
part of the Roman Empire. After the repulse of the 
invasion of Mithridates VI, King of Pontus, the Romans 
began to build in the city.
At this time, to show the interest taken in the city 
by the Emperor Claudius the city was named Claudi- 
conium, and, in the time of the Emperor Hadrian, 
Colonia Aelia Hadriana Augusta Iconiensium.
It is said that Konya was visited by St. Paul in 47. 
50 and 53 A.D., and from the second century A.D. it deve­
loped as an important religious centre. It preserved its 
importance in this respect after the division of the Ro­
man Empire and the establishment of the Empire of 
Byzantium.
Between the seventh and ninth centuries Konya was 
not saved from the Arab-Islamic incursions that shook 
the power of Byzantium, and was frequently occupied 
albeit temporarily.
In the eleventh century, in the first years of the 
Seljuk conquests that were to make Anatolia Turkish 
territory, Konya was conquered by Kutulmuşoğlu Siiley- 
manşah (1077 A.D.). In this way the city came into the 
possession of the Turks and in the time of Kılıçaslan I 
became the centre of the Seljuk state in Anatolia (1097 
A.D.). This event opened a new era for Konya which 
grew from day to day embellished with the various 
buildings erected by the Seljuk sovereigns and their 
courtiers. In a short time Konya became one of the 
most flourishing cities in Anatolia.
More particularly in the first half of the twelfth 
century, in the time of Alaeddin Keykubat and his suc­
cessors, scholars and artists from all over the Near East 
gathered in Konya. Great men of the world of Islam 
such as Muhyiddin Arabi, Mevlâna Celâleddin Rumi 
and Sadreddin Konevi lived here.
This golden age, as it were, of Konya lasted until 
the middle of the thirteenth century. When the Seljuk 
state collapsed, having been gradually weakened in 
military strength under the domination of îlhanlı 
Mongols, the sons of Karaman took the city (1327 A.D.). 
In the final period of the struggles between the sons of 
Karaman and the Ottoman Turks, which lasted so long, 
Konya was temporarily occupied by Yıldırım Beyazit in 
1397 and was finally conquered in 1466-7 A.D. by the 
armies of Sultan Mehmet the Conqueror who desired to 
bring about the political unity of Anatolia and thus put 
an end to the supremacy of the sons of Karaman in the 
region.
After this Konya remained peaceful as one of the 
important principalities, under the rule of such princes 
as Cem Sultan, only undergoing temporary occupation 
by Ibrahim Pasha in 1832.
THE MONUMENTS IN KONYA : Almost all the re­
maining monuments in Konya are Turkish.
The Seljuk Palace : This famous palace, of which 
only a single wall, recently restored, remains, is thought 
to have been built by Kihgaslan II and completed by 
Alaeddin Keykubat I. I t  is on the north side of the hill 
of Alaeddin. After the Ottoman occupation of the city 
in the fifteenth century, this became the seat of the 
Ottoman governors of the province.
The Mosque of Alaeddin : This is on the hill of Ala­
eddin. The building was started in the time of the Seljuk 
Sultan Mesut I and completed in 1221 by Alaeddin Key­
kubat. It is of the type of mosque that has many 
columns and a nave. In the mosque is a fine pulpit of 
carved and inlaid ebony and an altar still partly covered 
with the original mosaic tiles. These are among the 
oldest and most precious works of art. In 1889 the 
governor of Konya. Sururi Pasha, had the lower part, 
from which the tiles have fallen, painted to resemble 
tiling. '
Adjoining the domed part of the mosque is a tomb 
built by Kihgaslan II. The surface is decagonal, while 
the upper section is in the shape of a pyramid. Inside, 
covered with tiles, are the sarcophagi of eight of the Sel­
juk  rulers, Mesut I, Kihgaslan II, Giyaseddin Keyhusrev I, 
Alaeddin Keykubat I, Suleyman II, Giyaseddin Keyhusrev 
II, Kihgaslan IV, and Giyaseddin Keyhusrev III, A 
courtyard, which contains an unfinished octagonal tomb 
with a carved marble door, forms the northern section 
of the mosque. "1  • j
The Seminary of Karatay : This seminary was built 
in 1251 A.D. by Emir Celaleddin Karatay. It has a fine 
portal made of carved white and blue marble. Through 
the entrance door of this portal, which is carved with 
all the delicacy of the stone-mason’s art, is an open 
court, from which a small door leads into the seminary 
itself. Here there is a great dome, and a pool beneat it.
İnce Minare
The inside of the dome and the walls are decorated with 
blue and black mosaic tiles.
Adjoining is a tomb of Emir Karatay The students’ 
rooms in the seminary have decayed in time. This buil 
ding is now open to the public as a museum of Seljuk 
ceramics.
İnce Minare (The Slender Minaret) : This was 
erected by the Seljuk vizier Sahip Ata Fahreddin Ali 
between 1265 and 1267 A. D. for the reading of the 
«hadis». («Hadis» means the traditions concerning the 
Prophet Mohammed, and this building is known as the 
«Darulhadis»). The architect was Keluk bin Abdullah. 
The great portal of the building and the minaret of the 
ruined mosque by the side are among the masterpieces 
of Seljuk stone carving. The door leads first into an 
entrance hall and then to a great domed chamber.
Beneath the dome is a a pool. The Slender Minaret is 
now open to the public as the «Museum of stone and 
wood-work of the Seljuk period.»
The Small Mosque of Sahip Ata, the Convent, Tomb 
and Baths : This group of buildings was commissioned 
by the Vizier Sahip Ata Fahreddin Ali in the years 1258 
1269 and 1283. The architect was Keluk bin Abdullah. Of 
the two minarets above the carved portal, decorated 
with inscriptions and motifs, one is in ruins, while the 
lower part of the other one, up to the gallery, remains 
standing. The splendid door leads into a courtyard.
The small mosque immediately opposite is not in its 
original state, having twice been destroyed by fire. Only 
the altar remains in place. The double wooden door is 
an example of a masterpiece of Seljuk wood-carving. 
The altar of the mosque is decorated with coloured 
mosaic tiles.
Next to the mosque on the south side is a tomb 
containing six sarcophagi covered with tiles. These 
belong to Sahip Ata and his family. The interior of the 
tomb is embellished with mosaic tiles in places. A small 
door leads from the tomb to the Domed Convent. The 
baths are to the east of the buildings.
The Iplik?i Mosque : This is supposed to have been 
built in 1202 A.D. by one of the viziers of the Seljuk 
period, Semseddin Altun Aba. The seminary building on 
the south side is in ruins. This mosque, which has often 
been repaired has recently been restored once more. 
I t is one of the oldest Seljuk monuments in Konya.
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The Sir^ali Seminary : This was built in the year 
1242 by Bedrettin Muhlis for the study of Islamic law. 
The architect was Tuslu Osmanoglu Mehmet. The great 
door is a fine example of Seljuk stone work. The designs 
above the arches round the door and the zig-zag columns 
a quite original. The walls of the class-room in the 
courtyard are tiled. This building is now open to the 
public as «The Museum of Funerary Monuments». On 
the right of the entrance is the tomb of the founder of 
the seminary, Bedrettin Muhlis.
The Tomb and Chapter House of Mevlana : The 
buildings that include the tomb of the great Turkish 
Islamic mystic Mevlana Celaleddin and the chapter - 
house of the dervishes are very splendid. They were 
opened to the public in 1927 as «The Mevlana Museum». 
In these buildings, that were erected in the Seljuk and 
Ottoman periods, are displayed wood-carvings, metal - 
work, manuscripts, carpets, cloths and various things 
of interest. The buildings, which are arranged in the 
form of separate edifices, with the tomb, small mos­
que, chamber for the ritual dance, dervish cells, kitchen 
and library, have great value from the architectural
point of view. The sarcophagi in the tomb are covered 
with tiles and cloth. The lofty wooden sarcophagus of 
the father of Mevlâna is a masterpiece of Seljuk art.
The Tomb and Cell of Şems : This consists of a 
lead-covered vault of the classical Seljuk type and a 
hermit's cell still used as a mosque. In the tomb is a 
sarcophagus of the bosom companion of Mevlâna, Teb- 
rizli Şemseddin.
The Mosque and Tomb of Sadreddin Koncvl : These 
were built in 1274 A.D. by the mystic Sadreddin Konevi. 
Inside the mosque is a fine altar decorated with mosaic 
tiles. The top of the Seljuk type vault is open.
Other buildings from the Seljuk period include the 
minaret of the Hatuniye Mosque, the Mosque of Hacı 
Ferruh, the small mosques of Sırçalı, Beşerabey, Beyhe- 
kim, Iç Karaslan, Şekerfuruş, Hoca Hasan, Tahir and 
Ziihre, and a very large number of tombs.
BUILDINGS OF THE KARAMANOĞLU PERIOD
1 — The Hasbey Dariilhuffaz : This was built by 
Hacı Hasbeyoğlu Mehmet Bey in the time of Karaman- 
oğlu Mehmet II in 1421. It consists of both a tomb and 
a seminary building. The altar is decorated with tiles.
2 — The Tomb of the sons of Turgut : This was 
built in 1431, in the time of Karamanoğlu Ibrahim Bey 
II. by Ahmet Bey, of the sons of Turgut. Inside are 
buried Turgutoğlu Pir Hüseyin Bey and his sons.
Other building from the Karamanoğlu period in 
Konya include the cell of Ebu Ishak Kazeroni, the small 
mosque of Hasbeyoğlu at Meram, with the baths and 
seminary building, the vault of Fakih Dede, the 
seminary building of Nasuh Bey and various tombs and 
mosques.
BUILDINGS OF THE OTTOMAN PERIOD
1 — The Mosque of Selimiye : This was built when 
the Ottoman Sultan Selim II was a prince and held the 
governorship of Konya. It was completed during his 
sultanate. The mosque has two minarets. The main 
doors, altar and pulpit are fine examples of marble • 
work.
2 — The Mosque of Şerefeddin : This mosque existed 
in the Seljulc and Karamanoğlu periods, but later fell 
into decay. It was rebuilt in 1636 by Memi Bey. It has 
one minaret. The stone-work is suberb.
3 — The Gate Mosque (Ihyaiyye) : This was first 
built in 1658 A.D. by Pir Hüseyin Çelebi, but was later 
destroyed. It was restored in 1815 by Seyid Abdurrah­
man. and, after a fire in 1867, rebuilt a third time. It 
has one minaret.
4 — The Mosque of Aziziye : This was built in 1676 
A.D. by Musahip Mustafa Pasha, but was burnt down in 
1867. By the help of the Sultan Abdulaziz it was rebuilt. 
It has two minarets.
5 — The Mosque of Piri Mehmed Pasha : This was 
built in 1523 by the Ottoman vizier Piri Mehmed Pasha. 
There is one minaret.
Other buildings in Konya of the Ottoman period 
include the mosques of Dursunoğlu, Naklboğlu, Ovalı- 
oğlu, Namık Pasha and Hacı Hasan.
The Tomb and Chapter House of Mevlana
HISTORICAL PLACES IN THE VICINITY :
KARAMAN : This town is 66 miles south east of 
Konya. In classical texts it is known as Laranda. It 
played an important part in the history of the fourteenth 
century as the Capital of the Karamanoglu. The buildings 
from this period are im portant for the features of Ka­
ramanoglu art which they exemplify.
1 — The Castle : This was built by the Seljuks in 
the twelfth century and repaired in the Karamanoglu 
and Ottoman periods.
2 — The Nefise Hatun or Hatuniye Seminary — This 
was built by the daughter of Sultan Murad I and wife 
of Karamanoglu Alaeddin Bey, Nefise Sultan in 1382 
A.D. The tomb of Nefise Hatun is inside. The doors are 
finely carved. Here the richest examples of Karamanoğlu 
art can be seen.
3 — The Buildings of Karamanoglu ibrahim Bey II —
These were erected in 1433 by Karamanoglu Ibrahim Bey 
II. They consist of a small mosque, seminary and other 
buildings. Adjoining is the tomb of Ibrahim Bey and a 
fountain.
4 — The Mosque of the Mother of Mevlâna (Ak Tck- 
ke - The White Convent) — This was built by Kara­
manoglu Alaeddin Bey. The present structure dates from 
the Ottoman period. The mosque was used as a dervish 
chapter - house. Within are the graves of the mother of 
the Mevlana, Mumine Hatun and her brother, and of 
other sheiks.
4 — Other Buildings — The Arapzade Mosque-(14th 
century) : the Dikbasan Mosque (15th century) : the 
Hacibeyler Mosque (1358) : the Karamanoglu Alaeddin 
Ali Bey Vault (1388).
ERMENEK : This town is 145 miles south of Konya. 
Most of the existing buildings are from the Karaman­
oglu period.
1 The Great Mosque — This was built by the 
Karamanoglu Mahmut Bey in 1302 A.D. It is divided into 
three sections by pointed arches parallel to the south 
wall. The double doors of walnut are richly carved.
2 The Sipas Mosque — This was constructed in 
the Karamanoglu period between 1306 and 1343 A.D. It 
is a simple structure with a flat roof and interesting 
carved doors and windows.
3 — Other Mosques — The Akça Mosque (1300). ths 
Havasil Mosque or Kemeros-u Kebir; Architect Emir 
Riistem Pasha or the Public Square Mosque (1436): the 
Gargara Mosque; The Musa Pasha Mosque.
4 — The Tol Seminary — This was built in 1339 by 
the son of Bedrettin Mahmut Bey, Emir Musa Bey. The 
rectangular courtyard is surrounded by a cloister. On 
both sides are seminary rooms. In the tomb on the 
right of the eiwan are buried Emir Musa Bey and certain 
members of his family. The door is very finely carved.
5 — The Tomb of the Sons of Karaman — This is in 
the village of Balkason. It is one of the oldest buildings 
of the Karaman period. The tomb is at present in ruins. 
Here Kerimuddin Karaman, Mahmut Bey and his son 
Mehmet Bey are buried.
The Ala Bridge (1306 A.D.) : The Bıçakçı Bridge (14th 
century).
BEYŞEHİR : Beyşehir was known in history as the 
capital of the feudal state of the sons of Eşref. It is 60 
miles south west of Konya and on the south eastern 
shores of Lake Beyşehir.
1 — The Mosque of Eşrefoğlu : This building dates 
from 1296. It is one of the finest examples of a wooden 
mosque in Anatolia. The altar is embellished with 
mosaic tiles. The vault where the founder of the 
buildings, Eşrefoğlu Süleyman Bey, is buried by the 
east wall of the mosque.
2 — The Stone Seminary : This was built in 1368 by 
the son of one of the Mongol lords, Ismail Aga. This 
seminary, which is built of stone, has an open 
rectangular court with porched cells on both sides. On 
the Mecca side there is an eiwan, on the right of this a 
domed class room, and on the left the tomb where Is­
mail Aga is buried. The stone-work of the door is worthy 
of notice.
AKŞEHİR : This is one of the districts that rivals 
Konya in historical and touristic interest. Akşehir is 84 
miles west of Konya. It is especially worthy of notice 
for the tombs of two men internationally famous for 
the stories and anecdotes in which their special philo­
sophy is summarised, Nasreddin Hoca and the Turkish 
mystic Seyid Mahmud Hayrani and their circle.
1 — The İplikçi Mosque : This was built in 1337. In 
front of the south wall and parallel to it are three rows 
of domes. It has been repaired at various times.
2 — The Tomb of Seyid Mahmut Hayrani : This 
tomb from the Seljuk period was repaired in the times 
of Karamanoğlu Mehmet II (1409).
The tomb of Sheikh Hasan : This tomb, which is 
in the village ot Maruf in the neighbourhood of Akşehir, 
was built in 1369.
ÎSHAKLI : This is 18 miles north west of Akşehir.
The Great Mosque : This mosque, which was 
built in 1458 in the time of Karamanoğlu Ibrahim Bey II 
was later destroyed and rebuilt.
THE 1001 CHURCHES : (Barata - Madenşehir) : 13 
miles north of Karaman near Karadağ. The remains of 
Byzantine churches can be seen.
IVRIZ : 104 miles south east of Konya, here a Hittite 
relief from the eighth century B. C. can be seen.
EFLATUN - PINAR — This about 10 miles from Bey­
şehir. It was a sacred place for the Hittites and a rock 
relief can be seen.
KUBAD-ABAD PALACE : This is on the shores of 
Lake Beyşehir. There are ruins from the Seljuk period.
INNS : Sultan Inn : This was built by Alaeddin 
Keykubat in 1229 A. D. It is on the Konya - Aksaray 
road. It is 60 miles north east of Konya. Its architectural 
style is very tine.
1 — Mevlâna Museum Tel. 1215
2 — Ethnografical Museum
3 — Karatay Medresesi (Museum)
Tel. 1914
4 — Belediye Turizm Bürosu Tel. 1997
5 — Inceminare (Museum)
6 — Sırcalı Medrese (Museum)
7 — Archaeological Museum
8 — Koyunoğlu Museum
9 — Alzaddin Camii
10 — İplikci Camii
11 — Sahip - Ata Külliyesi
12 — Sadreddin Konevi Camii
13 — Şems Tebrizi Türbesi ve Mescidi
14 — Hasbey Dar'ulhüffazı
15 — Selimiye Camii
16 — Aziziye Camii
17 — Serafeddin Camii
18 — Kapı Camii
19 — Yusufağa Kitaplığı
20 — Tacülvezir Türbesi
21 — Alâeddin Köşkü
22 — Atatürk Anıtı
23 — Şehitler Abidesi
24 — Fransız Kilisesi (Frenclr Chureh)
25 — Katakomp (Yer altı) Kilisesi
26 — Basalc Palas Tel. 1784
27 — Turistik Saray Oteli ve
Lokantası Tel. 1079
28 — Şahin Oteli Tel. 1850
29 — Yaylâ Oteli Tel. 2445
30 — Restoran Memet Restaurant Tel. 2074
31 — Merkez Restaurant Tel. 1910
32 — Alâeddin Torrance Gazinosu
Tel. 1861
33 — Yaylâ Restaurant
34 — Bus Terminal
Horo/.lu Inn (Cock Inn) : This is on the Ankara - 
Konya road, It was built in 1248.
The Zazadin Inn : This was built in 1235 by the 
Seljuk vizier Sadettin Köpek.
EXCURSIONS
1 — The Hill of Alaed'dln and the Torrance Res­
taurant : This is a city park.
2 — The Dede Garden : A historic open air restaurant 
in the city.
3 — The Meram Garden and Restaurant : This is a 
well-known excursion spot-5 miles-west of Konya.
SHOOTING AND FISHING : Konya is a well-stocked area 
for shooting and fishing. The fishing season lasts from 
September until 15th April, and the lakes of Akşehir,
Beyşehir Çavuşçu, Karaviran, Hotamış, Karapınar and 
Süleyman Hacılı contam perch, bream, dace, rudd and 
pike.
For shooting there are grey partridge, chukor, 
partridge, turtledove, rabbit, fox, wild geese, wild duck, 
woodcock, wild sheep, wild goat and wild boar. Species 
of partridge, rabbit and woodcock can be shot between 
1st September and 1st April. For other game there is no 
closed season. The hunting of wild goats or sheep is 
forbidden.
It is possible to go out shooting by car. The fare by 
taxi, according to distance, is from 50 ton 80 liras.
There are Shooting and Fishing clubs at Akşehir. 
Beyşehir, Çumra, Ereğli and Hadım.
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THE MUSEUMS OF KONYA
1 — The Mevlâna Museum : This is in the tomb and 
chapter-house of Mevlâna. Works of art of the Seljuk 
and Ottoman periods are exhibited. In addition to the’ 
tomb, mosque and ritual dance chamber is the Carpet 
and Cloth gallery in • the ' dervish cells, the Konya 
Ethnographical gallery in the old kitchen and the-gallery 
where old. kitchen utçnsijs. and inscriptions, are on 
exhibitions.
2 — The. Museum of Ceramics : This is in the Kara- 
tay Seminary, (Karatay MedresesiJ.. Mosaic tiles of the 
Seljuk period, tiles from the Kubadad Palace and 
various tiled objects are displayed.
3 — The Seljuk Period Stone - and Wood-Work 
Museum : This is in the Slender Minaret, (fnce Minare) 
Seljuk stone-work (inscriptions, grave-stones, figured 
works and stucoo) and wood-work (doors, window-panels 
etc.) are exhibited.
4 — The Museum of Funarary Monuments : This is 
in the Sirgah Seminary. (Sirgali Medrese). Here grave - 
stones are displayed from the Scljuk, Karamanoglu and 
Ottoman periods.
5 — The Classical Museum : This is housed in a new 
building on the west side of Sahip Ata buildings. Here 
stele, inscriptions, statues, tombs, architectural frag­
ments, sherds etc., are exhibited.
6 — The Museum of Koyunogiu : This is a private 
museum in the Konya house of A. Izzct Koyunogiu. It 
contains a rich collection of Islamic and non-Islamic 
objects.
The opening and closing time of museums.
The Museums in Konya are only closed on 
Mondays. On other days and on public holi­
days they are open to the public from 9.30 a.m. 
to 12.00 and from 1.30 p.m. to 5.00 p.m. The 
Mevlana Museum is also open to the public on 
Thursday evening between 7.00 p.m. and 9.00 
p.m.
I n t e r i o r  of th e  T o m b  of M ev lâna
PLACES TO VISIT IN TIIE NEIGHBOURHOOD :
Sille : This town is 5 miles north west of Konya. It 
is a historical town famous chiefly for its church, 
monastery and catacombs from the first times of 
Christianity. It >s well-known for its folklore, its 
abundance of folk poets and the fineness of its air and 
water.
Aladağ : This is 31 miles west of Konya. The scenery 
is very fine.
Lake B eyşehir : This is almost 60 miles west of Kon­
ya. The scenery is magnificent. The lake contains a large 
amount of perch.
Crater Lake : This is a place with splendid scenery 
75 miles east of Konya.
Ilgm : This place is famous for its thermal springs. 
It is a well-known resort, even from ancient times.
M İZ VLAN A CELALEDDİN RUMİ
His life : Mevlana Celaleddin Rumi is one of the 
greatest mystics of the Turkish Islamic world. He was 
born at the beginning of the twelfth century (according 
to Eflakiyye on 30 th September 1207) in the town of 
Belh in Horasan. His father, Muhammed Bahaeddin 
Veled, was one of the distinguished scholars of Belh and 
was known as «Sultan’ul-Ulema»; His mother was 
Mumine Hatun.
Bahaeddin Veled, together with his son Mevlâna 
Celaleddin and the rest of his family, left Belh, and 
after wandering through many places, came to Larende 
(Karaman). In 1228 A.D., in the period of the Seljuks, 
on the invitation of Sultan Alaeddin Keykubat I. he 
came and settled in Konya.
Mevlâna worked as a religious teacher in Konya, 
giving lessons and preaching sermons, until, in 1244 A.D. 
he met a dervish, Tebrizli Şemseddin. From then on the 
direction of his life changed, he left the seminary and 
in conversation with Şems one complemented and 
guided the other. This gave rise to jealousy in his circle 
and Şems was, on a number of occasions, threatened 
by those who followed Mevlâna, and was obliged to 
leave Konya. Mevlâna Celâleddin. who was famous in 
his time and saw and influenced many mystics, died in 
Konya on 17th December 1273. He was laid to rest in 
the tomb where his body, lies today.
His ideas : In the philosophy of Mevlâna the 
principal element is mysticism. His aim was goodness 
with boundless tolerance. Mevlâna won the approval of 
those who were not Moslem for his principles, according 
to which men are regarded as free from birth, no slaves 
or concubines are made use of, a man takes only one 
wife, every man must earn his own living and the aim 
of life is the good, the right and the beautiful. He did
good to everyone, eschewed fame and display, and had 
great foresight. The works of Mevlana opened a new 
age in the world of learning of Islam and after his death 
he was greatly loved and his works read frequently.
His most important works :
1 — MESNEVl : This is arranged in 6 volumes. It 
has been translated into a number of languages and a 
number of commentaries have been published. The 
mystical ideas and thoughts of Mevlana are conveyed in 
consecutive stories.
2 — DIVAN-I KEBlR : This great work consists of 
mystical poems w ritten by Mevlana in the joy and 
trance of love.
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